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Five Pillars of the Inherent Right to Self-government:

The People | The Land | Laws and Jurisdiction 
Governance | Resources

The people define the Inherent Right to Self-Government

WHAT IS THE INHERENT RIGHT TO SELF-GOVERNMENT?



THE CONSTITUTIONAL CONTEXT

First Nation Jurisdiction
Section 35

Crown Jurisdiction
Section 91 – Section 92Example

Health

Health HealthCONSULTATION
Procedural Right

Policies Policies
NEGOTIATION

ACCOMMODATION
Substantive Right

RECONCILIATION

The reconciliation 
contemplated is 

jurisdictional between 
Canada, the provinces, 

and First Nations.

Under Section 35, there is 
clearly jurisdictional space 

to develop 
laws and policies to have a 
true nation-nation-nation 

relationship.
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